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Virtutem mcolumem odimus 


Sublatam ex oculis quevimus imvidi. 








HOR. 


ELEM LEADER NEE ETI ARE, 














LEDS EEL ELODIE SLO EIT 


_-' 





Fripay, OcTOBER 2 1724. 


ATS NIN a 





To the Author of the PLAIN DEALER. 


| Sept. 210 1724. 
SI Rein’ LO eee ae 7 


Return you Thanks for the Pleafure 

which I have received from feveral 

I of your Plain Dealers, and particu- 
larly from that which you lately 

publifh’d concerning Detraétion, which 

| could never have obliged the World 

ata more feafonable Junéture ; becavfe, as you juftly 
obferve, Slander, was never fo prevailing, at tis at 


prefent, and never fo infupportable. 


Detraétion, or Slander, or Calumny, callit by what 
Name you pleafe, is, tor the moft part, begot by 
Knaves, ana nourifhd, and maintain’d, by Fools; 
and the more Fools, and Knaves, there are, in a 
Nation, the more muft Slander flourifh in it ;*but 
the more corrupt and degenerate a Nation grows, 


the more Fools and Knaves muft abound init. Now, 


whether this Nation was ever fo corrupt and dege- 
nerate, as it is at prefent, I leave to others to de- 
termine. 


The Fools, and Knaves, of either Sex, have a 
natural Averfion to Aferit, and when théy are nei- 
ther able, nor willing, to reach a Height, to which 
others, more befriended by Nature, and more be- 
loved by Heaven, have attained, they conftantly 
endeavour, with all their Might, to bring the envied 


_ Odje&t down to their own Pitch: And, the more 


extraordinary the A4Zerit is, the greater is the Eavy, 
and the ftronger the Efforts, which it makes, to 
blacken the Deferving: Which has occafioned a fa- 
mous Obferver of Mankind to fay, That whenever he 
hears a great deal of Zil faid of any one, and fees 
None at all’in him, he begins to fulpect, that That 
Perfon has a troublefome and offenfive Aé<erit, which 


' eclipfes that of others. 


[ Price Two-Pence.] 
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As foon asa Knave has invented a Slander, a Fool 
cries out, Zhere muft be fomething in it, —There is no 
Smoak without Fire: Which is as much as to fay, 
that there can be no fuch Thing-as Slander ; or, that 
no Slander can be propagated ; which is equally con- 
trary to common Senfe, and to conftant Matter of 
Fact. — How different an Opinion of this Matter, 
had the judicious, and penetrating, La Bruyere, who 
tells us, That the Reverfe of what is commonly re- 


ported, concerning Perfons, or Things, is what may 


reafonably be believ'd of either. 


There is another mufty Proverb, made ufe of in 
the Propagation of Slander, which is mention’d in 
your laft Paper, viz. Fhat, what Every-Body ays, 
muff be true. — If they, who pronounce this, meant, 
that Every thing muft be True which has the univer- 
fal i of Mankind, there might, perhaps, be 
fomething in it; but, alas! their Meaning is vaftly 
different: They only infer, That when a Report, or 
Opinion, in any Place, ff far prevails, as to become, in 
that Place, general, that Report, or Opinion, muft be 
true. So that, in the Notion ot thefe Gentlemen, if 
Calumny, at any Time, fo far prevails,.as to become 
General, ‘tis no longer Calumuy, but Truth; and, 
a {ure Confequence of this Doétrine is, That Popery 
is the deff Religion at Rome, and Mahometifm ac 
Conftantinople. 


But, how little do they, who talk, at this Rate; 
know, either of the Frailry, or Malignity, of Hu- 
man Nature, or the Tranfaétions of their own 
Fimes,; or the Records”of -preceding ones? Some of 
the beft, and moft deferving Perfons, both anion 
Anciénts, and Moderns, have labour’d under sabral 
Calumny 3 under Calumnies, which were not only 
inconfiftent with common Senfe, but were direétly 
contradiétory of thofe Virtues, and great Qualities, 
for which they had 7 been eminent, and for 
which fome of them have been celebrated, by Twenty 
fucceeding Centuriess and tho’ the Truth was fo ma- 
nifeftly on their Side, yet fome of thefe, and thofe 
: , of 
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of ‘the woof deferoidg, have been quite opprefs’d by 
fuch Calumnies ; as Socrates, and Phocion, among the 
Grecians. — Among the Romans, Camillus, and Co- 
violanus. —— SOCRATES, the molt Religious, 
and moft Virtuous, of all the Athenians, was con- 
demn’d, and executed, as an Athei/t, and a Corruprer 
of Youth, Among the Jews, the Prophets were ffon'd, 
and Je/as Chrift, Himielf, was crucifyd, as an Jp- 


pofter, and a Bla/phemer. 


You have, very juftly obferv'd.4That Detra&tion 
brings’ moft Difquier, to thofe who~ere moft above 
it. — You may fay fuch Things} without any Con- 
fequence, to a worthlefs Fellow, as will blow a Man 
of Honour into a Flame, not to be quench’d, bute 
by Blood. But, if fuch Injuries are fo infupporta- 
ble, to a Man of Honour, when they come from 
one fingle-Perfon,; provokd,-perhaps, vy -fome-imea-- 
ginary Offence, and quite frantick. with Paffion, 
and Wine; what Impreflions muft they not, make, 
when they are whifper'd, in cold Blood, by a Num- 


ber of “indifferérit Perfons? Such. Slanders obiteust,. 


the Progrefs of Arts, the Advancement of Learning, 
and the Growth ot Virtues, by the killing Imprefi;- 


ial 


ons, which they make, on Individuals’ —I wifh” ~ 


you would proceed, to fhew, what Diforder they 
bring to Families, and’ what Defolation “to Stated.) 
Hannibal was undone,‘and Carthage was ruin’d, by 


the malicious S/anders of Hanno: and the Duke of_ 


Marlborough's unparallel’d Viétories cou'd not detend 
him againft Ingraticude, while the Malice of his 
Slanderers met with Countenance from Men in Power, 
who, being, privately, his Enemies, had not Son/ 
enough to tacrifice their 4ittle Spleen to the Love of 


their Country's Gilorfos 0 avanal 22° 
; See i NE A ih 
“oh Tome anal Obedient Servants 

pore, yplten LA, BE 

' Detratlion isan Evil,, which, however hateful. ins 


ca 


ics Nature, the World muyft always expec&t-to.abound, - - 


with. And, tHefefore, fince,my,, Correfpondent. has, 
written fo — and ° _ 7 i Pigott this 
ungenerous Weaknets, all I. witladd;. upon the Sub- 
jeGt, fhall be, to adyife, thofe.. who, fuffer, under, the. 
Severity of its: Confequences, rather.to ae/pife; than- 
complain of it. To which End, they wou'd.do\ well. 


ro. reflect on the Antwer of the Philofopher, whom 


. 


his Friends were: urging to contrive fome. publick) 
Means, where to redeem: himfelf from the Difgrace 
which he fuffer'd, .under. the , 

Slariderers— They who love me, laidche, will give no 
Credit to malicious Rumours, to my Difadvantage: 
And, as for thofe who hate me, I will live, in a Manner. 
fo contrary to what they believe of, me, that J will make 
‘em ajbam a of their Credality. 


Thac. very Socrates, whom. my Corréefpondenr fo 
juftly produces, as one of the moit glorious.of alt 
the Victims to Slander, triumphd over it, in the 
very Current, and. tull Force, of its Influence. For 
when 4ri/ffopbhanes, in his Comedy, 'call'd, The Cionds, 
had exposd .this great, and virtyous Sufferers with 
the urmoit -Bicterneis of witty W%a.ice,t0 the publick 
Spleen of the Athenians, Socrates came, in, Perfon, to 
fee che Comedy aéted ; and, taking his Place in che 
molt remarkable Pare of the Theagre, ftood up, and 
expoling himjelf to the Obfecvation, of the whole 
Audience; told.em, aloud, when the Play was over, 
that, They bad been at a merry Feaft, where He. was 
(eru'd up, for their Entertainment’, nor was he angry, to 
Lave been their fianding Difh, begaafe. the Aver fon, 
which fome had brought with them, wou'd taft no longer 
than till they had tafhed him. ‘ 
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Malice. of fome bufy 











































Since it is infeparable from Merit, to be expos’d :p 
Envy, and Envy neceflarily produces Slander, theie 
is no hoping to live free, from the Effcéts of rhis 
pernicious Culamny But, next to not feeling jr, 
the moft defirable strength ot Mind, is, Not to appear 
to feel it.~ One of thefe is out of our Reach; the 
other we may attain, by Force of Reafon, and Re. 
folution: And it is prettily obferv'd, in —Adian, (aflere- 
ing that Defamation finks deepeit in weak Natures) 
The Slandervof theStrong-is like herr thrown AZ Amit 
a Wall; but thépSlander of the Weak is like thaway 
threwn into Water, Ys te i i. 
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To the Aurhor of the PLAIN DEALER, 


| : Sept. 19, 1724. 
acetic iceland aac at Naar ap 
T: H FE Lady, Dag te the Occafion of my Wri. 
"ting the Song I:bave fent.yog, has Merit enough 
to juftify nan bork as a Lover, aiid an Axthor, 
2 When you have Room :for it in your Paper, 
you'll oblige me if you publifh it 


$iprneng 


1 am, 


“y . ie " f : . 
y+) Yow ueby Humble Servant, 


nme fs UP BO Re oe 
O Love! thow never-abfent Thought ! 
Thow only Purpofe of the Mind ! 
All are to thy Subjeétion broughr, 
“1 Tetgnot One Rebel capt thon find 
Thou God! who deal out every Human Lot! 
Whofe Pow'r, decrees, who's Happy, and who not. 
Reign till, thas Afighty, as thon art fae : 
_.. oh, wifh not, Liberty reftor'd : ‘pustinbidiela 
" Far'ghe bright Idel of my Heart, 
>» Was borate: Rule, aid, be Ador'd! = 
Buty: oh! the Paffiow' whith you raife, protect! 
‘ee Yor ler’ {ach Truth be blafted by NegleQ! 
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ADVERTISEMENT... » 
Fuft publifod, in Two Volumes Oltavo,... 


PELYNY’s' EPISTLES. «In TenBooks, 
Tranflated by feveral Hands, viz. 
Mr. Ahate ‘Mr. TOLAND, Mr. HENLEY, | 
Mr. HUGHES, § Mr,MARSHALL,2 Mr. COBB, &c. 
With a new Verfion of his Panegyrick upon, the; Emperor 
Trajan, by Mr. Bond, ac@ the Lite of Pliny; by, Mr Henley. 
Addrefs'd to the Right Hosourable the Lord Parker; with a 
complete Index to the Whole. Printed for W. Mears at the 
Lamb without Temple- Bar. 


By whom was lately publifh’d, 

I. ‘Mr. Salmon’s Chronological Aliftorian, containing a re- 
guiar Account of ail material Tranfactions, Ecclefiaftical, Civil, 
&c. relating to. the Englifh Affairs, trom the Invafion of the 
Romans, &c. With the Efhgies of all our Englifh monarchs. 
Price 6s SI. Mr.-Bradley’s New Improvements in Planting 
and Gardening, complete in one Vol.8vo. Adorn’d with 
Cuts. ,To this Edition is added, that {Carce and valnable 
Tra, entituled, HEREFORDSHIRE ORCHARDS. Price 
6s. - If. The Fair Circaffian, a Dramatick. Performance. 
Done from the Original, by a Gentleman Commoner of O'x- 
ford. - The 3d Edition. ‘Price 1s. IV. The Fablesof A:SOP 
and others, newly done into Englifh. With an Application 
to each Fable, by S. Croxall, A.M. Wnftrated with 200 
Defigns, all drawn Sy Mr. Cheron, and‘ cut in Silver. The 
2d Edition, in 12mo, V. The Speétator, the oth. and lait 
Volume. 
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Printed for J. Roserts, in Warwick-Lane. Where Letters and Advertifements are taken 10 


And where Complete Setts may be bad. 


























